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Mr. Oil is about to 
begin his long exit

5

��������
We are going to witness a fundamental shift in how we 

run things. We are staring at the end of the oil age. 
This is a fantastic opportunity to do something different 
and better. But it could aslo mean a humanitarian crisis 

if we don’t wise up fast.
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Look for signs  of 
Mr. Oil’s exit : 
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“We” fell asleep at the global wheel!
Matt Simmons, Simmons and Company, Investment banke rs to the energy Industry
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A staggering 98 tons of prehistoric, buried plant 
material – that's 196,000 pounds – is required 
to produce each gallon of gasoline we burn in 

our cars, SUVs, trucks and other vehicles, 
according to a study conducted at the 

University of Utah.

The amount of plants 
that went into the

fossil fuels we burned 
since the Industrial 

Revolution began [in 
1751] is equal to all 

In case I didn’t make the point strongly enough:

WE ARE LIVING ON BORROWED SUNSHINE

"Can you imagine loading 40 acres worth of 
wheat – stalks, roots and all – into the tank of 

your car or SUV every 20 miles?" 

Ecologist Jeff Dukes

1751] is equal to all 
the plants grown on 
Earth over 13,300 

years. 

Source: Ecologist Jeff Dukes

It’s OK, we can live well, maybe better. We just need
some changes. A lot of them in attitude.
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Mr. Oil’s long exit will
drag Mr. Economic 

��������
Cheap and readily available oil is the engine of 

economic growth. Without radical changes in the way 
we do things, the age of economic gowth is over for 

ever. A  lot of people will be changing their ideas about 
what they aspire to get out of life.

drag Mr. Economic 
Growth and Mr. Work 

with him
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Long supply chains are 
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Globalisation has brought with it a plethora of 

supply chain developments like manufacturing in 
low cost regions, just in time and extreme 
specialization. Expect things to change as 

transport costs force a fast re-think..

Long supply chains are 
about to get a lot

shorter
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…like this…
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Goodbye consumer

���������
They will have neither the money nor the 

inclination to buy products. They will want to 
invest in sustainable solutions that create basic 

security for themselves. They will look to 
security from community solutions.

Goodbye consumer
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Business As Usual is getting a bad reputation. It d oesn’t make you 
happier and it creates an  iron trap for you "
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High energy prices mean services migrate into new c ategories
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Environmentally- friendly, may not mean sustainable.
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Capital as we know it 

���������
Negative growth prospects means people will be 

less inclined to risk money and lend capital to 
listed companies. Especially those where the 

only asset is a brand name. This signals the end 
of the large multi-national corporation as a way 

of investing for pensions. Alternatives will be 
based on real assets.

Capital as we know it 
will dry up. Enter the 

alternatives.
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“ The current madness, of course, is this expectation 
that the economy will just magically return to full 
throttle. This is not going to happen, of course”

James Howard Kunstler
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One of the leading researchers, speakers and writers on peak oil.
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When you spend more on fuel than food, an economic 
contraction will follow. Jeff Rubin.
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